UVic is recognized around the world for the quality of our teaching, providing engaging, socially relevant instruction that opens minds and encourages creative problem-solving. The range of benefits we bring to our region and our community is as broad as the areas we study and as diverse as the more than 100,000 alumni who have passed through our classrooms in the past 50 years. Nearly one in 10 Greater Victoria residents holds a degree from UVic, helping our area boast the highest concentration of graduate-level degrees in the country and providing a well-educated workforce for the industries and services that make our region a great place to live. 
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Community is our CurriCulum
Barbara Fox MSN, NP(F) Family Nurse Practitioner, of UVic's nursing program, is helping train tomorrow's nurses and nurse practitioners to provide reliable, high-quality care for our society . More than 800 of UVic's 20,000 students are enrolled in nursing programs . Health-related education and research spans every one of UVic's faculties and divisions, from physician training at the Island Medical Program, to applied theatre programs that help audiences tackle challenges in health and aging, to our new degree program in biomedical engineering .
One long-standing expression of the commitment by faculty, staff and students to contribute to the intellectual, social and cultural development of our region is the UVic Speakers Bureau. For over 30 years, volunteer speakers from among the faculty, staff, graduate students and retirees who teach, conduct research, study and work at UVic have shared their knowledge and enthusiasm with audiences in Greater Victoria.
As the only university-wide bureau of its type in Canada, the UVic Speakers Bureau helps community groups, schools, clubs U N I V E r S I t y 1 0 1
Fighting adversity with knowledge the belief that knowledge should truly belong to all is a core value of our university . the University 101 program at UVic is an expression of that belief, and demonstrates that the foundational skills of the humanities and social sciences-reflection and critical thinking-are of substantial benefit to people in all walks of life . Increasing access to those tools and ideas, especially for those who have previously faced barriers to education, is the practical focus of UNI101 as it offers free, non-credit courses in the humanities and social sciences .
UNI101 students bring a deep enthusiasm for learning to the classroom . this passion and engaged learning form the foundation upon which the program is built . one student explains, "I think that as one learns more, one's perspective changes, seeing different aspects and questioning actions and processes . "
the program makes education as barrier-free as possible by providing bus tickets, parking passes, meals, childcare subsidies, and all course materials . these practical supports are often critical in addressing the significant barriers to education that participants have faced in the past: financial challenges, unstable housing, the demands of single parenting, mental health diagnoses, or histories of addiction and trauma . After completing UNI101, students often get more involved in their community by writing, participating in politics, volunteering, and taking other courses at UVic and Camosun .
Another student, reflecting on the value of the program, explains "I am no longer just surviving, one foot in front of the other… . this course broke a very strong sense of isolation . So many amazing people here, instructors, students, all participants . " through immersion in the humanities, UNI101 keeps a vital conversation alive about the value of intellectual development, and feeds the quest for knowledge among underserved minds in our city . In empowering students, and helping them feel more connected as a part of the Greater Victoria community, the UNI101 program shows the deep links between educated individuals and a healthy, engaged civic body .
uvic.ca/uni101
S P E A k E r S B U r E A U
Sharing expertise and excitement
The CanAssist program at UVic helps improve the quality of life for those with disabilities and heightens awareness of disability issues in the community, focusing on developing practical, customized technologies for people with disabilities, as well as providing innovative programs where there is a gap in existing services.
Since its beginning in 1999 as a small volunteer venture, CanAssist has had a direct impact on the quality of life of many thousands of people with disabilities and their families. CanAssist works closely with businesses, non-profit groups, schools, health-care providers and all levels of government to find new and better ways to increase independence and accessibility for those with disabilities and to promote a fully inclusive society where everyone contributes and belongs. In addition to UVic funding, CanAssist operating costs are covered through service contracts, donations, grants and commercialization opportunities.
canassist.ca C A N A S S I S t
Programs and technologies to empower people with disabilities
The breadth of scholarship represented in the nearly 400 topics offered by Speakers Bureau members is a veritable cornucopia of scientific knowledge, joyful discovery and informed perspective. Groups can request speakers to explain how the iconic polar bear is adapting to climate change, how today's "apps" can help your child learn math, or to find out more about fetal alcohol spectrum disorders, the benefits of multilingualism, or intercultural conflict resolution, along with hundreds of other topics.
uvic.ca/speakers
and other organizations throughout Greater Victoria and Southern Vancouver Island find experts and knowledgeable individuals from UVic, who make themselves available to speak in community settings. The service is free (although travel expenses may be requested to some locations).
In its first year, the bureau reached a cumulative audience of 4,500 people through 118 talks on an extraordinarily wide range of subjects. Today, the bureau reaches an annual audience of 12,500 people and books up to 450 presentations in the community each year.
UVic aspires to be the Canadian university that best integrates outstanding research and scholarship, inspired teaching and real-life involvement-because we recognize that higher education provides tools to help us better understand and improve the world we live in. At UVic, we know that a commitment to civic engagement, getting involved in the life of communities in order to make a difference, and the benefits of real-world experience aren't values bestowed at graduation-they're integral parts of the learning process, starting right where we live and learn. We're serving our community through academically rigorous programs that enhance learning, and through the wide array of student-driven initiatives that address our society's needs. UVic and the community are brought together through shared goals, service and activities. 
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t H E l A W C E N t r E
A practical education in serving our community opened in 1977, the law Centre in downtown Victoria serves as a vital community resource, as well as a training ground for future lawyers, by providing advice, assistance and representation to clients who cannot afford a lawyer . UVic law students at the centre enhance their clinical and legal education and are trained and supervised in the conduct of legal matters by lawyers who are members of the UVic Faculty of law . Advocating for clients in this manner deepens students' commitment to community service and helps them develop the skills and knowledge they will need to effectively work on client problems throughout their careers . In 35 years of operations, the law Centre has grown substantially, and now responds to more than 1,800 requests for legal advice and representation each year . the law Centre also provides legal education programs to the public . 
Celebrating science education -with fun!
The nationally recognized Science Venture program has been welcoming youth to the UVic campus since 1991. Started as a summer science, technology and engineering camp, Science Venture now delivers year-round programs that reach over 10,000 youth each year, giving participants behind-the-scenes access to the same university equipment and labs usually used by students, professors and researchers, to get youth participants excited about science.
To ensure that youth from a wide array of cultural and socioeconomic backgrounds have an opportunity to recognize their potential and actualize their vital role in the world through life-changing science and engineering experiences, Science Venture works extensively with youthserving organizations in the community. These include science shows with Girl Guide groups, after-school science clubs at T'Sou-ke Nation and Boys and Girls Club, and workshops offered in partnership with the Greater Victoria Public Library, in which Vancouver Island youth explore hands-on science.
In addition to on-campus and local community programming, Science Venture makes it a priority to reach rural, remote, and Aboriginal youth across Vancouver Island. With a van full of experiments and equipment, Science Venture helps thousands of youth discover, experiment and explore science, and begin to recognize the role of science in their lives today and for the future.
Science Venture received the 2009 Actua and GE Canada Award for leadership and innovation for its Aboriginal outreach activities, for the program's commitment to inspiring youth and for leadership in sharing expertise with other nonprofit science and engineering camps.
scienceventure.ca
Strong community connections and a shared regard for our spectacular natural environment have helped make UVic one of Canada's top research-intensive universities. We're a globally established leader in a range of fields including marine science and technology, clean energy and climate, health, sustainability, creative arts, and physics and astronomy. UVic researchers across a broad spectrum of disciplines are also at work in our community on a wide range of hands-on initiatives-including research partnerships in health, Indigenous education and community-engaged research-that have garnered national recognition for great results right here in Greater Victoria and on Vancouver Island. We integrate our research into the classroom, providing our students with a research-inspired learning environment. 
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researCh in our region
A visually rich book, including pictures, quotations, and sidebars, Reaching Outward and Upward is a story of the communities-on-campus, off-campus, local, national, international, physical and electronic-that together have shaped the University of Victoria.
Reaching OutwaRd and upwaRd t h e u n i v e R s i t y O f v i c t O R i a , 19 6 3 -2 013
B y d r . I a n M a c P h e r s o n
On sale now at the UVic Bookstore!
" "
On the local community's role in the founding of the university: As proud as we are of our role in the community, we're also very proud of our campus, rich as it is in diverse cultures, talents and ideas . there's always something going on, and everyone is welcome .
CamPus attraCtions
Astronomy Open House 
Mystic Vale
UVic is committed to protecting the natural beauty of this sensitive ecosystem, as well as making it an accessible place for teaching and for community use. Mystic Vale is a popular spot for walkers, joggers and anyone with an appreciation of nature. bit.ly/mysticvale Campus Art Tour Explore UVic's art collection with our new Campus Art Tour Map. Featuring a series of self-guided tours, this handy map will lead you through our various buildings and help you discover the incredible diversity of art on campus. Spend an hour or spend a day seeing paintings, carvings, sculpture and so much more! bit.ly/uvicartmap 
THE 82ND ANNUAL CONGRESS OF THE HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES proudly hosted by the University of Victoria SAVE THE DATE | June 1-8, 2013
Volunteer opportunities! Paired with inquiry and industry, the benefits of UVic-related arts, music, theatre and cultural programming help make Victoria one of the most vibrant and livable small cities in the world-powered by the energy and creativity of faculty, students and alumni alike. On-campus events like plays, concerts, art exhibitions, lectures, films and conferences enhance the intellectual life of our community and help to grow the culture of filmmaking, theatre companies, music and other arts-based production and entrepreneurship that infuses our region. UVic further contributes to the cosmopolitan atmosphere of Greater Victoria by bringing international visitors to study in our city and explore Vancouver Island's many attractions, year-round. 
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l E G A C y A r t G A l l E r y
A downtown home for the UVic Art Collections
P H o E N I x t H E A t r E & U V I C t H E A t r E d E P A r t M E N t
years of captivating performances, on and off campus
Opened in 2007, the Legacy Art Gallery at 630 Yates helps fulfill the dream of local philanthropist Michael C. Williams by providing a vibrant home for art in the heart of Victoria's downtown. The gallery showcases works from the Williams Collection, as well as other material from the university's rich and diverse collections in an inviting setting. Admission to the gallery is free to the public.
Recent renovations have transformed the Legacy Art Gallery into the University of Victoria's primary gallery space. Added teaching and research spaces ensure the gallery will continue to function as a lively and engaging centre for art that is easily accessible to the community and enables students to study both art and curatorial practice.
In conjunction with the university's anniversary celebrations, the retrospective exhibit, "Building the University Art Collection: 50 Years", runs through October 27. Curated by recently retired gallery director Martin Segger, this exhibition reflects on collecting and curating the UVic Art Collections over the past 35 years.
For nearly 50 years, the Phoenix theatre has been staging some of Victoria's most exciting and eclectic theatre-while producing theatre grads who enrich the cultural scene in our region and across Canada . At the Phoenix, students learn by doing, and are involved in every aspect of these productions-from acting on stage to the design, creation and management of sets, costumes, props, sound and lighting .
the theatre program keeps nationally recognized faculty circulating their talents into productions by Pacific opera Victoria and other local companies . And many UVic theatre alumni have also chosen to make this beautiful island city their creative home, sculpting Victoria's cultural landscape through high production values and an enlivened entrepreneurial spirit that keeps our region buzzing .
A quick glance through Victoria's theatre scene quickly demonstrates the theatre program's influence across the arts: from Janet Munsil (BFA '89), the internationally renowned playwright and long-time producer at the heart of Intrepid theatre, to Ingrid Hansen (BFA'09), whose Victoria-based SNAFU dance theatre is growing a national fan base at Fringe fests . Production manager Keith Houghton (BFA '01) 
C o N t I N U I N G S t U d I E S
Lifelong learning that shapes who you are Continuing Studies at UVic provides the whole community with access to rich learning opportunities, from individual courses to in-depth programs that perfectly balance theory and practice. Our certificate and diploma programs help thousands of people each year in Greater Victoria develop the critical skills and specialized knowledge that keep them prepared for the course of change across a wide range of careers.
Continuing Studies learners come from all walks of life. Some are career builders or are in pursuit of long-held academic goals. Others learn new things just for fun and to know more about their world.
For more than 30 years, Continuing Studies has also offered a wealth of distance learning opportunities to serve students who live outside Greater Victoria. Our courses maximize the flexibility that online learning offers and make the learning experience engaging, fun and productive. Distance learners enjoy access to our friendly help desk, support for a range of collaborative online teaching and learning tools, and library support.
Through part-time evening, weekend or distance study, you can enjoy small classes and big experiences that will fit into a busy schedule. Continuing Studies courses cover a wide and stimulating range of topics and provide an opportunity to shape the way you look at the world. 
Digital Collections
UVic libraries support a variety of digital initiatives to promote wider access to our unique collections . our digital content ranges from the latest student theses and faculty publications to manuscripts from centuries past . these digital collections bring together rich resources for research and enjoyment by the university and the community . recent collection highlights include the 
Community resources at the UVic Libraries
As a destination university, UVic draws students, faculty, knowledge and innovative businesses from across Canada and around the world to contribute to a strong economy right here on Vancouver Island. Attracting students, scholars, research projects and high-tech expertise to Victoria, UVic is your local hub in the global economy, as well as a significant engine in our shared prosperity. University-related benefits to our region extend well beyond hard dollars, into a wide range of supports for our region's health and livability. In addition to serving as a key driver in the emerging knowledge economy in BC, the university is also a collecting point for commercial activity and entrepreneurial incubation both within our community and through our Vancouver Island Technology Park (VITP).
Boasting a higher proportion of out-of-province students than any other Canadian university west of Montreal, UVic draws students like Sarah little, of Calgary, from across Canada and around the world to Victoria . their influence brings enthusiasm and increased commerce to our region as they study, spend and often settle in our region after graduation . 
Setting careers in motion
At UVic, we know that learning extends beyond the classroom. That's why we've worked to build one of Canada's largest university co-operative education programs, integrating academic studies with relevant paid work experience in more than 47 academic areas. Each year, businesses and organizations around Victoria and across the globe hire UVic students to complete more than 2,800 four-month co-op work terms-a win-win situation for employers and students alike.
When local organizations hire UVic students, we all benefit. Employers gain valuable short-term help and a window on future recruitment, while students acquire relevant work experience and invest in the local community and economy. Last year, 345 Greater Victoria employers hired students to complete 1,209 co-op placements, helping to hone the skills and talent base our region needs to secure a prosperous future.
Co-op and Career Services also supports the career development cycle of students-providing one-on-one career coaching, running career preparation and exploration programs, and connecting students and employers through career fairs and other events. A comprehensive online curriculum even helps students develop competencies, plan their career paths and search for work. 
Building economic opportunity on the Island
UVic owns more technology transfer space than any other BC university, which is great news for its spin-off companies and the graduates and co-op students employed by the Vancouver Island technology Park's (VItP) tenants . By linking local, provincial, national and international resources with emerging tech companies, UVic's VItP has helped to shape the island's hi-tech industry . today, the existing 191,000-squarefoot facility is home to 30 high-tech companies, supporting 2,100 direct and indirect jobs in the region-contributing more than $360 million to BC's economy each year .
VItP houses the greatest concentration of high-tech companies on Vancouver Island-providing a supportive environment for business development as well as opportunities in the cutting-edge companies that make up Victoria's growing high-technology sector .
led by industry and academic leaders who assist in the strategic direction of the park, VItP facilitates the growth of technology on Vancouver Island by providing the physical infrastructure that links provincial, national and international resources with emerging or growing tech companies .
VItP is a major centre for technology activity and has helped Victoria become BC's second-largest hightech development market . High-tech is Victoria's number one industry, estimated as a $1 .67 billion each year, surpassing the $1 .19 billion activity of local tourism .
VItP's 35 acres house a modern research and technology centre that enhances the creativity and productivity of its tenants by clustering fuel cell, new media, wireless, life science/biotech, ocean technology and ICt companies . the park offers wet lab capability, specialized electrical and venting systems, and the latest data transfer technology . Flexible designs allow for the changing requirements of existing tenants, as well as the needs of new start-up companies . VItP's Phase I has a 97 per cent occupancy rate and has embarked on a master planning exercise to accommodate further growth that is expected in our marketplace .
U V I C I N d U S t r y P A r t N E r S H I P S From campus innovation to commercial success UVic faculty and graduate researchers produce a wide variety of revolutionary discoveries and innovations. But the ultimate potential of any breakthrough is only realized when it's put in the hands of people who need its benefit, and who will use the resulting product to meet their commercial needs. UVic Industry Partnerships (UVic IP) makes this possible, serving as a portal for private sector collaboration and as a commercial launch pad for viable university inventions and concepts. Annually, UVic IP helps create hundreds of contracts between researchers, industry partners and funding agencies to move innovations to the marketplace.
UVic's Thermafloat jacket, patented in 1977, was an early commercial and lifesaving success. Such achievements encouraged the university to open the Innovation and Development Centre (IDC) in 1993 to assist in patenting other innovative technologies. IDC evolved into UVic IP, with a mandate to strengthen and support academic-industrial relationships. UVic IP's patenting assistance was key when in 2004, they backed Sophiris (then named Protox Therapeutics) to commercialize cancer therapeutics and become the first UVic spin-off company to be publicly traded. More recently, Biotracker, a patented, ground-breaking, biometric computer security system, is being commercialized with UVic IP's assistance, by Plurilock Security Solutions.
Innovations are vital to our economy and our competitiveness on a global scale. Through UVic IP, the University of Victoria continues to invest in advancing innovation through collaboration.
V I k E S A t H l E t I C S A N d r E C r E A t I o N
A winning tradition at home and abroad 
